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ObjectivesObjectives

1. Identify two ways to know that a 
meth lab has been or is present in a
given situation.

2. List the preferred course of action
when you suspect you have 
encountered a meth lab.

3. List two common items that can be
used to “cook” meth that one might
view in large quantities in a “meth”
house.

4. List one legal issue for employees
when a meth lab is encountered.
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sufficient combination of apparatus
and chemicals that either has been
or could be used in the manufacture
or synthesis of controlled
substances.
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History of ClandestineHistory of Clandestine

Drug LaboratoriesDrug Laboratories
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• Historically, suppliers of
clandestinely manufactured drugs,
such as meth, have been outlaw
motorcycle gangs and numerous
independent traffickers.

• The Bikers preferred the P2P method
of manufacturing methamphetamine
and the drug was predominately
found on the west coast.
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Current Trends in LabsCurrent Trends in Labs

• Lab seizures are increasing in
every state

• Ingredients still readily available

• Recipes on the Internet

• Meth use on the rise

• ICE – Late 1990’s
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• 2004 – 92 reported in Middle District
of Alabama

Source: U.S. DEA

• 2003 – 289 (DEA, State, Local)
• 89 In Middle District of Alabama

• 2004 – 92 reported in Middle District
of Alabama

Source: U.S. DEA

Why Methamphetamine?Why Methamphetamine?

• Easy to make
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To Make Meth
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• Ephedrine/Psuedo Reduction Labs
• Red Phosphorus Method – Use

Red P and Iodine
• Red P, Hi Lab, Tweeker Lab,
Mexican National Lab

• Nazi Method – Use Anhydrous, and
Lithium, sodium, or potassium
metal
• Ammonia Lab, Sodium Metal
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acetone), and hydrogen chloride
gas (sulfuric acid and salt)
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Gas”, which is a poisonous and
flammable gas
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irritant and corrosive
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skin burns, may be fatal if inhaled,
rapid release of compressed gas
may cause frostbite

• Hazards
• Red Phosphorus - “Phosphine

Gas”, which is a poisonous and
flammable gas

• Sodium Hydroxide - Causes severe
eye and skin burns,  respiratory
irritant and corrosive

• HCL Gas - Causes severe eye and
skin burns, may be fatal if inhaled,
rapid release of compressed gas
may cause frostbite

Ephedrine Reduction
NAZI/Ammonia Method
Ephedrine Reduction

NAZI/Ammonia Method

• Fastest growing in popularity:
• Predominately in the mid-west and

the south
• Chemicals needed:

• Ephedrine or pseudo, anhydrous
ammonia, sodium or lithium metal,
sodium hydroxide, organic
solvents (ether, camping fuel,
acetone), and hydrogen chloride
gas (sulfuric acid and salt)

• Fastest growing in popularity:
• Predominately in the mid-west and

the south
• Chemicals needed:

• Ephedrine or pseudo, anhydrous
ammonia, sodium or lithium metal,
sodium hydroxide, organic
solvents (ether, camping fuel,
acetone), and hydrogen chloride
gas (sulfuric acid and salt)

Ephedrine Reduction
NAZI / Ammonia

Ephedrine Reduction
NAZI / Ammonia

• Hazards

• Anhydrous Ammonia - Corrosive
and toxic gas, irritant to eyes, nose,
and throat.  Can cause frostbite
and burn skin.  May be fatal if
inhaled.

• Sodium and Lithium Metal - Water
and air reactive.  Corrosive,
flammable solid.

• Hazards

• Anhydrous Ammonia - Corrosive
and toxic gas, irritant to eyes, nose,
and throat.  Can cause frostbite
and burn skin.  May be fatal if
inhaled.

• Sodium and Lithium Metal - Water
and air reactive.  Corrosive,
flammable solid.

Ephedrine Reduction
NAZI / Ammonia

Ephedrine Reduction
NAZI / Ammonia

• Hazards

• Sodium Hydroxide - Causes severe
eye and skin burns.  Respiratory
tract irritant, corrosive.

• Hazards

• Sodium Hydroxide - Causes severe
eye and skin burns.  Respiratory
tract irritant, corrosive.



7

Methamphetamine Facts:
Effects

Methamphetamine Facts:
Effects

• Irritability

• Aggressive behavior

• Anxiety

• Auditory
hallucinations

• Paranoid delusions

• Irritability

• Aggressive behavior

• Anxiety

• Auditory
hallucinations

• Paranoid delusions

Methamphetamine Facts:
Physical Effects

Methamphetamine Facts:
Physical Effects

• Weight loss

• Sweating

• Body odor

• Bad teeth or tooth

• Open sores (speed bumps)

• Weight loss

• Sweating

• Body odor

• Bad teeth or tooth

• Open sores (speed bumps)



8



9

Common DiseasesCommon Diseases
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ReagentsReagents

• Chemical which reacts upon
precursor causing it to chemically
change.

• Chemical which reacts upon
precursor causing it to chemically
change.
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CatalystCatalyst

• Chemical which speeds up a reaction
process and/or causes it to go to
greater completion.
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too long will produce

Phosphine Gas
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SolventSolvent

• Medium (liquid) in which a
chemical operation takes place.

• Medium (liquid) in which a
chemical operation takes place.
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29 CFR 1910.12029 CFR 1910.120

• Level B - levels of protection

designated by OSHA, levels range

from “A” through “D”, “ A” being the

highest level

• Monitor air quality

• Clean up

• Can be into the tens of thousands

of dollars
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• Minimize exposure – exit the
premises and retreat to a safe
distance from lab location
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